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Child Passenger Safety Advocates in Cobb County Urge Parents and Caregivers to Check Their Child’s Car Seat

MARIETTA (GA) – Saturday, September 20, marks the second annual “National Seat Check Saturday” and child passenger safety advocates in Cobb County are encouraging parents and caregivers to check their child’s car seat for proper fit and installation. Child passenger safety advocates include health departments, hospitals, emergency medical services, law enforcement, health and safety coalitions, fire departments, childcare providers, school bus transportation personnel, volunteers, and various other national, state, and community level stakeholders.  “National Seat Check Saturday” is the kick-off to National Child Passenger Safety Week, held September 21-27, and Cobb County as well as other counties across Georgia and the nation will be participating.  
“The national campaign reinforces the important message of children riding appropriately in child safety seats,” said Amanda Walpole of Safe Kids Cobb County.  Free child safety seat inspections will be available at Babies R Us in Kennesaw from 10:00 to 1:00 or by appointment by calling 770-514-2369.  
In 2006 in Georgia, 43 children ages 0-9 died in motor vehicle crashes. Many of these lives could have been saved if the children had been riding in appropriate and correctly installed child safety seats. Also, in 2006, it is estimated that 425 lives nationwide were saved due to child safety seats.  
Compatibility is still an issue.  Not all car seats can be installed correctly in all vehicles.  In addition to compatibility issues, many parents and caregivers do not read the car seat instructions or the owner’s manual of their vehicle.  Those who do read them may find that the instructions and manuals are just too confusing.  “We are here as a resource to them,” said Amanda Walpole, of Safe Kids Cobb County.  “Some may have never known the proper way to do it, while others have not dealt with car seats in a long time.  Things are always changing.”    
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The following are some general size and weight guidelines to keep in mind when determining appropriate fit:

1. Infant only (from 4-5 lbs to 22-30 lbs) and rear-facing convertible seats (from 4-5 lbs to 30-35 lbs): Harness straps should be placed at or below the shoulders.  The straps should fit snug and comfortable for the child.  The harness chest clip should be at armpit level and all parts securely fastened.  
2. Forward-facing only/combination seats (from 1 year-old AND 20 lbs – 40+ lbs): The harness straps should be at or above the shoulders.  Installation may require use of a tether.  
3. Belt-positioning boosters (from 4-8+ years-old and 40 lbs to 80-100 lbs): Must be used with both lap and shoulder belts.  Make sure the lap belt is positioned low, touching the child’s thighs and hips and the shoulder belt crosses the middle of the child’s shoulder, touching the chest. 
4. Seat belts (over 8-10 years, 4’9” tall): The child is ready for a seat belt when he/she is no longer of child restraint age (at least 6 years of age).  Be sure the child can sit all of the way back against the seat, with knees bent comfortably at the edge of the seat, shoulder belt across the middle of the child’s shoulder, and lap belt low at hips/thighs. Be sure the child can sit like this for the whole trip!  If not, you may need a larger seat or a travel vest to keep the child properly seated and secured. 

*Always refer to the manufacturer’s instructions for exact figures and directions on how to install and use the child safety seat.  Skipping one of these steps or graduating too early is a misuse commonly observed and is a danger to the child and other occupants in the vehicle.  

For more information on the child safety seat inspections, please call 770-514-2369 or email Amanda Walpole at ajwalpole@dhr.state.ga.us .  
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